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TLUCKY FRINGE HILKOFF.

ACitinrxMRXTB of rns nvaaiAir
Mixisrttn of rnAMapoitxATioy.

Itl Htnrdy Hetr-rellan- A "Work tec
Amerlea-Ore- at Achievements

In Itntlroad rtnltdlac-- A Remarkable
Chreter-- ni Propoeed Visit liars.

Trlnce Sllchael nilkofOmperlal Mlnliter of
Ways of Communication of Russia, g, by tho
command of his Majesty Nicholas II., en route
to tho United States for.'tho purpose of study-In-s

theMovclopmonOjfJrallway and river inter
communication, and tho latest American prac-
tice therewith. His has a most
Interesting personality. Indeed.'.tt Is to be ques-
tioned If the coming hither of nnylother foreig-

n-born functionary. In a flold of operation
bo practical and mnterlallyllmportant to the
worll ns that occupied by him, could awaken
equM Interest.

A Tartarlbom and brcd,;traclng;dlrect de-
scent from a princely ortirtn antedating the
Eomenolt. of which his imperial master is to-
day tho august hend.Jtho presont Hllkoff, with
six cnturlos of rocorded ancestry behind him,
has for saying that "I am a good
bit of n Ynnkce myself." This was his greot-ln- g

to the members of tho World's Transpor-tntlo-n
Commission of tho Field Columbian

Museum when meeting them at the Krasno-
yarsk, In western Siberia, after their 4,000-inll- o

slcdgo rlilo through from tho Japan Sea.
"1 nm verv Rind to welcome Americans hero in
he hoart of his MaJostyV far-of- f domain,"

sold he, lntroductlrcly, and looking Into his
brlffhtcnod oyes and noting the curvo of his

lips, there could bo no question that
the rounding out of his salutation, as already
qnot.vl, wns"frora the heart. With tho words
there came the action so characterise lo of tho
mnn. Quickly raising his hand to tho tuft of
Iron-gra- beard upon hts chin, ho ndded: "And
here Is futther proof. If you wantjtt." Tako
Prince Hllkoff's portrait, add the long hair.
overtopped by the high white hat with broad
and rulllnglrlm, and thortyplcaKIlrother Jona-
than Is strikingly suggested. Few native-bor- n

Americans even of a llneago dating back to
1'lymouth Reck better reallzn In facial con-tou- r.

V,i:ure, and expression tho ideal Anglo-Faxo- n

head and face refined through tbo ab-
sence of English beeflness.

The effect of primary convictions is Illustrated
In Prince llllkofl's individual charcatcristtcs

EMPEROn NICnOLAS II.
and In his life and career. TTls first visit to
America was.whcn helwas scarcely more than
a boy atyouth nntloutlof bis teens. Although
nearly forty years had since elapsed, his was
no mere play'upon words or simple sop to the
national pride of thoso to whom he extended
both hands when way up in tho great ley North,
he', warmed to a summer glow all around and
about with a welcome which expressed love for
his own country and reverence for theirs.

To prove be Is "a good bit of a Yankee" him-
self, and. appreciated how the thing would be
done In Ytnkeelnnd, the special train upon
which thelmeuibers of the Commission, as the
guests of the Prince, Journeyed from Kras-
noyarsk to St. Pctersburg,crosod no fewer than
six of the largest rivers of western Siberia upon
rolls laid over their frozen eurfces,and to reach
which, from tho high banks, necessitated in
ccreral Instances tho overcoming of engineer-
ing difficulties of no ordinary nature. The
plan was the Minister's, as was the determina-
tion that his official car should be run all rail
from Krasnoyarsk, which is the- - scat of Gov-
ernment of the Yenlsec, through to St. Peters-
burg, tho capital city of tho empire: this with-
out breaking the lourncy and traversing i dis-
tance within tho period of a week which never
toforo had been covered within a month. It
was done easily, and the forty-si- x hundred
versts-cq- unl to 3,000 miles constituted the
longest run over a single rnllway system In

history, if not, as a matter of record,
in the world.

Not verv long ago. and since his becoming
one of th- - Imperial Cabinet of the Emperor, the
handling of the locnmotlvo attached to a train
upon which he was riding not being to his

having becomo convinced that tbe fail-
ure to keep to tho schedule was tho fault of tho
engineer and not of the engine which, by tho
way, was an Amerlcnn Baldwin he mounted
tho footboard, and removing his tall hat and
uniform coat, ran the train himself an hour or

, more, uiaklnir up tho lost time and talcing It
Into tho terminal station on tho minute.

When hardly out of short clothes, as
common with sons of tho nobility, ho became
ono of tho pages o tho Empress. At 10 he
was an officer In tbo Guards of her Imperial
Majesty, and sohe remained during the Cri-
mean war. .Meantlmo his Inclination ran to
tho practical and rmechnnlenl, not to tb pro-
fessional, even though the latter, offered In
the soldier's life, opened up to him, with such
Influential family associations ns wcrohls, a fu-

ture well calculated to Inflame tho fnncy of a
Btrlpllng. IIo found'.hlraself far moro Interested
In the discussion of the problem of transport
Ms Government had to faco In tho prosecu-
tion of tho war than In tho military tactics de-
manded In tho enforcement of defence and as--'

fault Young as ho was, tho deplorable insuf
ficiency of the means his countrymen had at
hand to rommunlcato with, supply, and re- -,

enforco the army In the Crimea, made a deep
' Impression upon him. IIo had seen but little
'

. "f the actual development of the railway, al- -

i though Russia had a small lino beforo tho end
j of ttio.thlrtlos-t- ho Tfnrkno-Sel- nl.ouOlftocn
t miles In longth-h- nd completed tho Wnrsaw- -

Vienna lino from Warsaw to tho frontier In
j lfilti. and opened tho direct lino from fit

Petersburg to Moscow, thoZfamous pencil- -
r routo of the llrst Nicholas, in 1851.

Tho year following Government construction
hud begun on the lino connecting St. Peters-
burg with Wnrenw. to open thus the way to an

l communication with tho outor world.
Two years Inter tho war cloud which had so
long threatened burst, and England. Frano.
and Russia became Involved In tho Crimea to
kuch nn extent; that In all pertaining to.ma-tTl- al

Internal development tho IRusslan Em-
pire practically stood still for tho succeeding
throe or four years.

Probably no other Russian of his age at the
time so quickly grasped tho situation and roc
ngnlzod the illsndvantago of tho absence of fa-
cilities for tho mobilizing of the troops and for
tlio conveyance of war material. Through tho
liberality of a thon uflliu-n-t futher, the Prince
was furnished v.ith ample means to gratify
his tahtet for tho practical In the construction
of miniature engines and otherwise to follow
the mechanical bent of hi mind. Strong lo.
fcuns were thus inculcated of tho possibilities
when steam and mechanism demonstrated
the iiowct which, even upon so small a scale,
male so stunning a comparison with tho three-liors- o

post carts upon which the Governmenthnq to! rely for the tiansoort of artillery and
other ammunition over thousands of versta to
oo)stnpol,

Almost from Infancy tho Prlnco evinced In
a marked dcgieo th Itusslnn ability to master
other language-- , and epeal. them with a ilu- -
cney equal to that In his own. Befoio he was
out of .ho GuanKho read, wroto, and spoio
pgnsh, French, German, Spanish, and Ital--
.an as If each were his mother.tongue. Enabled

f V roru anr Prlnt coming lnUChls hands, and
-- ('"'n-'Hie .tart dovoted to;publlctionbaviuir'

? mechanism nd manufacture,
n the, evolution of the railway, his

".J00?. '.nductd hlm t0 drel"n ' Jour-ney to.tho United States. An indulgent-par-e-

and a fond tutor onablod him to gratifyth.e aspirations, and "wlth.a Soodly lumDofmoney." a, the Prince putitBunll and pro-?- ?r

?& tot America. This waa In
1807. iindAlexander It., who had f rearsPreviously .noceeded Nloholat I., waa Torykind to the youthful andZventuresomo prlnce-lim- r,

the Kmperor ulrlnu him most gracious
commendation to President Buchanan, towhom.CuponTarrival in Washington, tho pros
entation by the Itusslan; Minlsterltook place.:
and by whom he was very courteously received

A Prince, and the coming head of ono of thooldost families of all tho Itusslas, tho bearerof personal credentlalsMlreot from his Em-per-

to the President", of tho United States,
and with a money credit praotieally unlimited,it might have been supposed that tho attrao-uon- g,

eoolal and otherwise, of the cities of tho
ft,'i?Mi2u.1 h.0,d hlnV uPn tho Atlantic stdo of&?.. 'IS?",0,"' ?n that the twelve monthB' so- -

tM;rki,i ."r1" :er to diversions of theS,? KLi010."8 of a princedom are sup- -

iin?.riVha.n, w,a? Popularly attributed to
i.,itnu.?fQ.tI1l),e.,,u ycar: " llttd como to

?i,.nilnSta,?9.t ce and to learn; to essay
n.LS'fr of. rawny Problem at the

i? I..?,H,.h,d,UD,0,n the rudimentary basis
Jlii1J?8ta"8h.ed 'hlonnfterward as d

n. ,9ulpetl no extraordinary
KRSK'fr 0Vien.,'.n pudding man of twenty,
iM.il8;nuV.10 lnjllltude in the relatively prim'
11 ,..iJomil,lo.n. ot the. American States and of

tho westward of tho centres ofcommerce and activity of tho ropubllo. thou-
sands of miles away, lay tho broad waters of thoI'acluc, as to the eastward of tho scats of gov-ernment and trado In tho empire, thousandsor versts Intervened between them and thoarao almost boundloss sea. Tho cyclo of fortyyears has spun round so quickly that time hasacarcely boon permitted for tho realization ofwhat has occurred slnco Prlnco HIlkoff'B Ini-
tial visit to. this country. Now Americanearly half tho railway mileage of theworld, or. in round flgures'nnd oxcluslvo of

Jf n,1,f 180lS.00 m11.09 n n grand total of 410,-00- 0miles. Then, that Is to snv, in lHft7. theUnited States had less than a sixth of their pres-
ent aggregate, or but S7.000 miles. Tho netof Leglaaturo through which tho greut
Now ork Central system became a certnlnty
?S?b'.on ln. forco Dnl' four years, and prior to18.n eight different corporations were In

to encompass the distance from thobanks of the Hudson at Albany to tho Falls ofNiagara beyond Lockport. The main lino andnucleus for tho powerful Pennsylvania system,that, from Hnrrfsburg to Pltuburgh, had beencompleted within less than three years, whilenot two ears hail gone by slnco tlio opening or
tho Pnrkcrsburg branch of tho Ilatttmoro andOhio, and by menus of which Cincinnati was
reached. Even whon tho Irlnco came tho
Ohio and Mississippi Hallway hnd been onenedonly to Incennes. uhlcago had barely reachedtho first 100.000 of her .'.000.000 population,
and the 200 and mid mllo syBtom of tho Chi-
cago, Burlington and (julncy was the foremost
In Importance In all the Northwest.

That tho Prince should have extended hisJourneying to Chicago on tho one hand. Cin-
cinnati on tho other, nnd even to Ht. Louis,
thero beholdlng.tho Mississippi, might reason-
ably have been expected of titm when deter-mining to cross tho Alleghanles. That ho
should have continued on and not have been
content short of standing on the very backbone
of the continent, "the itockief." showed In
the young man a forco which Indicates clearly
whence comes the distinction of the maturedman of 9y boat, stage, and the back
of ahorse, with occasional long pedestrian trips,
the Prince mado Ids way from the head of the
Mississippi to tho head of the Missouri, andeventually, coming to the Platte, continued to
its source, within the fastnos of tho Rooky
Mountains. Kansas City. Omaha. Cheyenne,
Denver, nnd the host of smaller cities, which
now aspire to relative greatness, were un-
known other than mayhap catching tho trav-
eller's eye through the huddling together of a
few insignificant structures, noticeable only
because of tho rare clustering.

Very few of tho nobility of any land ln tho
days of '57 saw the hundredth cart of what
this hardy, sturdy, and indefatigable young
Itusslan saw of the United States. When he
turned his face homeward. Impressions had
been so Indelibly stamped as to becomo of hisvery nature, and the "good bit of a Yankee" le
no less such now than when in 18iiK he re-
turned to the European Continent Imbue! to
the heart with American Ideas. A subsequent
year spent In travel and Investigation through-
out Europe did not change them, nnd when at
S3 he entered the Foreign Olllce In St. Peters-
burg, there was on his chin tho carefully -- ept
ana correctly trimned growth of beard whi:h
distinguishes hlm and which to him is
the outward badge of his never-fallin- g loyalty
to the country which next to Ilnsslt is his own.
Hack in the "flf IIcb" in the United States, tho
ntvle to which the Prince has so religiously ad-
hered was the favorite cut of beard of tho
Western American, and although such no
longer, acquaintance with this fact only ren-
ders hlm tho more zealous. His Excellency
will undoubtedly go to the grave with face, nil
but the centre of the chin, closely shaven.

Three year In the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs in no wise lessened his purpose to finally
enter railroad life, and in reality enabled him.
through the time afforded, to ponder over tho
possibilities, to reach tho conviction that to
succeed he must understand the subject, as his
American experience hnd led him to pnrnse It,
"from tho ground up."

An ardent worshipper of the memory of
Peter tho Great, the Prlnco bad In his Majesty
the prototyped, to him, the Ideal man. Un-
like Peter, tho Prince was not supreme, but
subordinate, nnd his environment enforced
upon him the existence and future to which
the rons of the nobility wero born and bred,
yoars of waiting, with enough clerical work to
ken them out of mischief, and then, as a step-
ping stone to unal diplomatic heights, a minor
appointment In the consular service.

Tho emancipation ukase of Alexander II.,
which early In 1801 abolished forever tho serf-
dom which had prevailed In Russia for nearly
three centuries, was attended with provisions
for restitution ln certain directions to tho
former matters of the Eerfs. but for the nobil-
ity It brought an end to existing prosperity on
anything approaching tho fcalo the great land-
ed proprietors hail nrevlously enjoyed. It
made tho greatest autocracy on earth the most
democratic monarchy extant: a seeming con-
tradiction of terms. Tho slmplor way. per-
haps, to state It would be thst the nobility be-
came such moro ln name than In prerogative.
Largely alvested of their o Inlluence ex-
ercised by tho Imperial manifesto abolishing
he serf labor, with which tho vast properties

were worked, the nobility hnd to tako tho
chances of life on tho snmo basis, to all In-
tents and purposes, as other and originally less
favorod Individuals.

To none did the revolution ln tho order of
things through Alexander's edict como with
more crushing force than to the elder Prince,
the head of the houso of Hllkoff. Proud in
the extreme, haughty to a degree almost reach-
ing intolerance, he was as tho Drcsent Prlnco
somewhat quaintly remarked, "a man always
on horseback." that Is to say, he felt the blood
of centuries in him upon all occasions, nnd
brcokrd naught ln any cbapo or form from
an Inferior. With his habits of life, his train-
ing, and his beliefs, ho was III prepared for tho
crisis which came upon him, and while loynl
to his Emperor, was still embittered by tho
condition ln which he foupd himself. On the
other hand, his son Michael hailed tho freeing
of the serfs as his own dcllvorance. Indepen-
dence of action, and freedom In the choice of
his vocation, wore to him tho open sesame to a
future of his own making. Caring nothing
for money for mere money's sake, the loss of
fortune, ln tho sresenco of health nnd vigor,
counted as simply an Incident, nnd not over
Important. Decidedly iinmocratlo in his view
of the Mtuatlnn. and with nothing of his fnth-jr'- s

Intense absolutism, tho young Prlnco could
see and feel tho rlghtH of tho former nerf, ns
like himself, human, to ntmpnthy and assist-
ance In shaping himself to his changed condi-
tion. He had not agreed with his father In
thus viewing the duty beforo him. nnd thu
pivotal point of their relations toward each
other was reached when the son ncrepted from
tho Emperor the appointment of Judgo Arbi-
trator, thus placing him ln the position of
defending alike tho serf and tho noble, the ono
to labor, and through It, sustenance, tho other
to tho cultivation of his estates and the In-

come thus obtainable.
To such a pass did things ultlmntoly come

that tho younger had a plain talk with tho old-

er, ln whloh the latter wns asked tn lea-- o all
lie had to another son. as he himself would un-
der no circumstances nccept a rouble's
vaine. Whatever lie was to have lie had de-

termined should bo of his own creation, nnd
he'had no fear in thenceforth depending wholly
upon himself. e became tho prin-
ciple of his life, and In his unfailing ndher-eur- o

to It, from no source had ho cooperation
comparable with that given hlm bv his Prin-
cess, tho wife of tils clmico, nnd helpmate In
the purest and nwcetest senso of the term.

When ho arranged to leave his imtlvo land
nnd go forth to another to earn hi bread, lit-
erally by tho sweat of his brow, the I'rlncess
wns ever at hand with her iislsstnnoe nnd

nnd In the Bncrlllces which they
were compelled to roako none wan moro ready
thnn her own.

Naturally America was the Prince's first
thought, but for a little time ho regarded Itpor.
haps better to stop In England and mid tn his
worldly store upon which to cross the Atlantic,
but a friend, a inechnlcal engineer, advised his
proceeding to tbo States at unco, as with his
American Ideas he would bo thrnwlng away
his time In any other country. So for America
be set Fall, and not long thereafter n young fel-
low presented himself beforo Quaker Wain-wrlgh- t.

a Philadelphia mnchlnlrt and railway
contractor, and respectfully asked for a Job.
As totlm kind of a Job,he;wunted, the PriHro
said ho did not exactly Know, ns ho could not
toll Just what ho could do, but Jio was willing
to attempt anything that might be assigned to
him. and so Unci nut. Could ho make bolt
heads? Well, ho didn't know, but would try.
And unon bolt heads began the descendant of
Tartars trareablo direct from the year lyoo,
and did so well that he commanded a dollar a
day from the beginning. Meanwhile ho was
Maglll, .Tnh.i Maglll. When first asked his
tutm h hesitated, apprehunsivsV If he an-- -

nouncod himself a Prince and a Russian ha
would bo at a serious disadvantage In playing
the part of a common workman; so getting as
far as his given namo Michael, bo stopped, and
Air. Walnwrlght. not grasping the pronuncia-
tion correctly, rojolned, "What Maglll?"

Tho Prlnco In desperation replied "John,"
and thus ho remained for the succeeding fouryears or more. His Industry, as well as his In-
telligence, speedily mado hlm a fsvorlte. It
has been said ln some of the fragmentary no
ticos which have appeared from time to time
in years past that, he was employed for a
period ln the Baldwin locomotlvo shops ln Phlla-delnhl- a,

and likewise ln.the Pennsylvania Rail-
way shops at Altoona. Theee are errors, for,
nsnmnttorof faot, his first actual connection
with labor pertaining to the rallwar, and his
first practal knowledge, of a locomotive,
wcro due to his going, wh Ho'. still In Mr. Wain-wrlght- 'a

service, to the Argentine Republlo,
whore the Phllndelphlan, In conjunction with
others, had tnkon a contract for tho construc-
tion of a railway from tho Platte River over
the mountains to the west coast. When itwas proposed that tho Prince should bo ono of
tho forco from tho States, Mr. Walnwrlght,
learning that he had a wife, objected to includ-
ing him on the ground that it was against his
good old Quaker principles to separate a mar-
ried couple. Hut the Prlnco assured him that
Mrs. Maglll should follow immediately upon
his becoming settled, and when his pay had
ueen agreea upon at s per day, ho wrote for
tho Princess nnd his children to Join htm ln tho
Argentine capital. They did so, and bis Ex-
cellency, ln his retrospect ot tho past and Ita
situations, enjoys nothing moro keenly than
the remembrance that he nnd his family lived
on S3 n dny and mado both ends meet. Ho
becamo Don Miguel In bis South Amorlcan
life, whore railway construction was combined
with rnllwav operation, a lino not being tnrncd
over until fully completed nnd running. The
Prlnco, from tho place of an ordinary hand
ln tho blacksmith's nlioo. advanced by degrees
to nnd then to foreman, and finally
to tho supervision nnd direction of tho loco-
motlvo round-hom- by which time hispay had rlson to 87 a day. Tho general man-
ager, who was In receipt of a salary ot $24,000,
was tho first engineer or locomotive dtlver
to whom tho Prlnco played stoker. The
places named wore In both Instances filled most
unexpectedly, tho manager proving himself the
man for nn emergonoy by pulling off his coat
and Jumping aboard the engine calling upon
tho Prlnco to follow him, and tho two taking a
train out of tho station when striking engi-
neers and firemen had refused to do so. Themanager held tho thruttlo, and the Prlnco
shovelled the coal, and tho train, having bcon
thus manned for three or four days, the for-
mer insisted that tho lnttor- should run the
inachtno himself, and contlnuo until tho troublo
with tho men could be adjusted. It mnttcred
not that the Prlnco dlclnlmcd nil technical
knowledge of engine tunning, declaring ho
hnd never manipulated one and questioned his
ability to handlo It with safety, becomo tho
engineer of thnt train ho must, and he did.
much to his subsequent satisfaction, for nothing
has stood him ln butter stead during the long
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yean slnco thnn his thoroughly practical
knowledge of a locomotive.

Letters from homo had been multiplying,
nnd were more and moro of tho one tenor,
which was thnt Russia was awakening to tho
importance of Increasing not only her railway
mileage, but also tho efficiency of the lines In
operation, and experienced and practical, men
wer tn demand.

the elder Prince, while nbailng little of his
ancient prejudices against manunl labor by nno
of the blood, could not other thau ndtnlro the
pluck and respect the pertluaulty of the eon.
who for nearly Ave years had so stoutly and
steadfastly maintained his purpose tollvo
wholly upon tbo menus obtained through his
own individual effort. Making his way alone
unaided, ln a foreign land, a stranger to Its
customs. Its people, nnd their lnnguago as
they spoke It: supporting wife, children, nnd
himself, seeking no favor from birth, position,
or previous surroundings. lie had InJeed
proved a eon to be proud of, especially In tho
Russian homo circle, where family affection
and fealty are proverbial, and mutual lovo
characteristic almost lieyond compare. Rus-
sians are a very natural and an emotional peo-
ple, warm to an Intensity at llrst strlklnp.the
stranger nslnlmost suiierficial, but with a little
knowledge convincing him of genuineness.
Hospitable ln the extreme, gonerous to a fault,

d to prodigality, if a friend, all ho
has U yoiird. nnd If an enemy, you may de-
pend upon thu cordiality of his bntred. No
people are o Impulsive In their llkei or

ln their dislikes ns tho Russians, but It
does not necessarily follow that .a difference jf
opinion Is with them another term for tbo sev-
erance of association. This being true among
those unrelated, it Is sneelnllv true of thosn
bound by ties of consanguinity. The old
Prl. co could not agrco with his bay. but ho
yearned to see him, and declared the door
closed on mo pnsi.
. Hcnco the ton bade good-b- y to Sonth America,
sailing from liuonos Ayres for England direct,
tarrying there a little to add fomo tlnlahlng
touches to his practical knowledge of locomo-
tive construction, nnd spending several months
ln tbn erecting shop of a n company
nt Birkenhead. Proceeding to Kustla, c at
once Bought employment. Naturally, with
his experience, he had oxpected to got n place
of some authority, whore Ills Information
could be put to somo valuablo use. Ho was.
therefore, chagrined and. ns he honestly con-
fesses, deeply hurt In his prlilo when nothing
above tho placo of locomotlvo driver or en-
gineer was otlored him. "It did not seem Just
tho thing." Bald the Prince, when spenklng of
the occurrence, "after all I had gono through
with to learn what I knew, sorvlng In overy
capacity from boller-mnko- r, pipe-fitte- r, black-
smith, foreman of sh.ip. stoker, drlvor, and so
on to locomotlvo superintendent, that I should
come lack to my homo and bo regarded as
only compotont to drive nn onglno on an ac-
commodation train. But as I will over make
It tho raloof my Ufo to do what I hare to to
the best of my ability, I accented the engine
ran It for three months, and then wns created
locomotive superintendent, and remained such
for Ave years." Ho was away from the old
.entree In his country, those to which his early
associations hnd endeared hlm. ills children
wore growing up. and for them he wanted tho
advantages of education, then scarcely ob-
tainable ebjo where tnnu in Moscow or St.Petersburg. Fortune favored him, an oppor-
tunity offering en the Moscow Hue, whero he
served ns locomotlvo and carrlago superinten-
dent until the en 1 of tho soventles, the begin-
ning of the eighties opening up to htm a field of
operation and tho securing of nn experience ho
had long wished for.

Russlun military luovcmcntn Into central Asia,
In their dependence upon camel trains for tho
transport of bupdIIch. hnd encountered such
exasperating difficulties and Buffered rovorsci
bo serious that tho brilliant nnd dashing Skobel-el- l.

In command of tho Akhnl Tokke expedi-
tion of 1HN0. with his usual directness and
boldness, determined there should lo a radi-
cal chango In tho trunsit situation. It was ho
who llrst put Inlo practical form tho projoct
of constructing a railway ln tho Transcns-pla-

rccoxnllng thnt, with nil his gonernl-shi- p

and activity. If he was to retrieve the dis-
astrous failures of I.omnkln and Tergnukas-off- ,

other men.is than thu exiting must bo at
ills command for tbu conveyance of stores
and supplies generally, ns well ai of troops In
un emergency. Upon his suggestion. (Inn.
Aiinunkotl, Imperial Director of .Military
Transports of tho Empire, was ordered to Cen-
tral Asia to dovlBo and nsslst in tho perfection
of the plan of construction, tho control of
which subsequently rendered hlm ho most
famous military mil way man of his tlmo. In
'act, more than this should bo said ln strict
Justice to him, nnd it Is truo thnt neither beforo
him nor since hnH thero been such a record as
his. In the detlnnco of obstacles and in the
employment of military training and means lnrailway bulldlnir. Thu llrst railway In Cen-
tral Asla.that from Michael's Bay to Mnlla
Karl, seventeen miles In length nnd ot II vo
feet gungu, wus entirely constructed and
opened for operation within tho period from
tho ysth of August to the Ith of September,
ten days' time. Tiili wns the beginning or thooperations with which (Jon. AnnenkolT's name
will ever be remembered and hnnoied In rail-
way history. Ills brilliant mid conspicuously
enuruetlc record suggests American push andprocedure, and thcrelorn that among thu Gen-
eral's executives thero mubt have been somo
one conwirhant actually, and not merely theo-
retically, with tho American way of doing
things, whon tn complete a railway It Is a ques-
tion of months and not of years. In good truth
there was. and none other than Princo 1I1-kol- f.

Tho General nnd tho Prince hnd been boys
together, had, us comrades, tcrved In thu page
corps of thu bmpres-j- , nnd although their paths
bubsequently nt widely diverged, the ono ris-
ing to the highest rank In the army, and thoother working out n romance in real Ufo. thu
two had ever retained respect for each other'sability. Almost the first act of Gen. Annen-kot- fupon assuming command of the rnllway
movement ln Central Asia wns to secure Prince
Hllkoif plcdgu to Join his stall as chief of themechanical division of thu work. This

confirmed, tho Prince Immediately
bocamo tho General's right hand, so that when,
some months later. Gen. AnnenkqR, through
wunds sustained tn tho recuunawianco upon
ptolciTepo, 'hud to leave tho 'ifUntcasptati.

JMULJ..JJ J- - A.jL"(ifi I. . fit'. I.

Prince IHlkoft succeeded to the full charge f
everything having to do with tho rallwar and
Its construction. The following year Prince
HIlkolT was formally designated chlof director,
and forthwith save a permanent character to
the construction of the primary i octlon of the
line, whloh, ns hitherto shown, was originally
built ln ten days. He brought the native mer-
chants, ttoso of Khiva and Bokhara, to recog-
nize the advantage of tho railway for tho for-
warding of their cotton Into European Rus-
sia, and likewise demonstrated to tho manu-
facturers and traders of Moscow, St. Peters-
burg, and other oltles, :hn possibilities of trade
enlargement tn tbo Transcasplan. Ue'lnduced
tho establishing of caravan routes to Bokhara
through Merr, stimulated the beginnings of
borings for petroleum ln the hills beyond
Rala Ishnm. and had a tramway laid down to
transport naphtha to tho railway. Through his
Instrumentality a commercial' agency was
opened at Michael's Bay, and trado Interest
further fostered by increased navigation fa-

cilities on the Caspian and the Volca. Experi-
mental cotton growing from American and
Bokharan seed was by his Insistence bogun,
near KazandJIk, and his InOuenco permeated
evorywhero nnd everybody.

At this tlmo an old friend and associate, who
had assumed the Russian official repret enta-
tion ln Bulgaria, induced Prlnco Itllknff to as-
sent to becoming Minister of Publlo Works ln
that rotintrr. AM nnnli hn flrnw tin thu timteofc
for tho Railway, at
tho same tlmo controlling all railway matters
there. Tho Prlnco contlnund In Bulgaria,
stamping his administration, as elsewhere,
with the resistless force of his qutotly but nono
tho less efficiently Imparted energy, until tho
break ln the relations between It and his own
country, when his rrlend, as Russia's repre-
sentative, withdrew, and he resigned, return-
ing to St. Petersburg.

Meantlmo railway matters In the Transcas-
plan wero ln tho most unfortunate ehnpe. The
official who had sucoended i'rince Hllkoff was
constantly nt sword's point with Gen. Annen-kof-

tho latter declaring ruinous tho conduot
of the lino wubsequcnt to the Prince's departure,
the two finally bringing about a commission
from which tho Gonernl came away with fly-
ing colors, the other man going to the wall.
Then came an Imperial edict whluh would havo
made even Tom Scott raise his eyebrows, noth-
ing loss than to extend the operations which
had boon planned upon tho basis of tho build-
ing of mO miles In two years to the construc-
tion and completion of GOO miles within tho
period of ono year: 600 miles of a five-fo-

gnugo In twolvo months, with everything, to
tho ties, sptkes, fastenings, rails, bridge ma-
terial, and even tools to he shipped from Euro-
pean Russia, and thousands or versts of tho
transit by rivers frozen or with water so low
an to bo navigable for barely half tho year,
was a pretty large-sire- d ordor. as any Ameri-
can railway mau, whatever may have been his
experience will admit. The battle on the
Koushk. and the othor measures with which
the Russian followed It. foreshadowed possi-
ble complications with England, and rendered itImperative to crowd ahead tho railway to tho
Amu Daria without loss of tlmo. Thus In-
stead of the 200 versts i:i0 miles to Askabnd,
It was nearly 800 versts 500 miles to tho
Oxus. nnd ln ono year. Tho Imperial rescript,
or order, was of Juno 1, 1BK5. nnd of necessity
some months had to bo devoted to getting
ready for so unexampled a feat of railway con-
struction. Gen. Annenkotf. relieved of tho
Prlnco's successor, and with the Prlnco hlm-rc- lf

back as bis chief coadjutor, actually suc-
ceeded in reaching tho Oxus with tbo railway
before tho close of thu following year, estab-
lishing the terminus at and opening tho lino to
Chardjut on Deo. 14. I8R0. Another year
nnd a half, and ln tlmo to lw coincident with
tho fifth nnnlversary of tho coronation of Al-
exander III., May U", 1HHR. the concluding
2r0 miles, in round (Inures, to Samarkand were
completed, nnd on that day tho whistle of the
locomotlvo aud tho rumble of tho railway train
were ho.ird tn tbo ancient city ot the Aslatlo
conqueror. The Transcasplan was ribbed with
rail in continuous lino (100 miles from the
Caspian Itself to the tomb of Tamerlane.

After upward of eight yearn' Borvlco. all told.
In Central Asia aud the Transcasplan, for
tho whole period occupying moet responsible
Places, live and a half years In general
chnrire. and tho finnl two years In sole author-
ity, tho Prlnco officiated as director of sev-
eral lines In European Russia. Something
over threo years ago he was made General

of tho Government railways, which
carried with It a general supervision of all lines.
A year and a half ago ho was raised to tho
highest post In connection with tho railways
aud transport generally ln the empire be-
coming of tho official family of tie Czar, as
Minister of Wnys of Communication. As
such ho still maintain close Identification with
the'.rnllway.ln Central Asia: tho extension from
Samarkand to Tahkent. tho olllelal capital of
Turkestan, now In progresaund nrarlngcomple-tlon- .

oelng undcriiU caro nnd direction. The
I'rlncn has nlwi been Intimately Identified
with the Trans-Siberian- , tho irreate-- t of all rail-
way enterprises of the Old World, almost. If
not quite, since lts'conceptlon. He was for
some tlmo the director of tho railway which
reaches to tho boundary line between
European and ABintlc Russia, and before that,
ns Chief Inspector, ho had much to do with
mnttcrs In connection with the progress of tho
Siberian construction. He had hardly become
nt home In lis Ministerial headquarters In Kt.
Petersburg before ho determined to seo for
himself tho nature of tho country the railway
was traversing, and throueh his own observa-
tion learn of tho great Baikal Lake and the
difficulties his engineers were encountering ln
their plans concerning It. Despite nil that
was said tn him of the arduous and trying
nature of the journey he contemplated, which
was tho pushlnir through from end of track,
by post horses, upward of 5.000 vtvts to the
lake, he crslstrd and accomplished thu Jour-
ney, His American traits uhich had so
helped him to "got there" on nore than one
occasion served him well In this Instance, no
demonstrated to the post- - people that, at tho
most, it wns only holf trno that "Russians
havo no money, but lots of time." for of the lat-
ter ho had none to spare, and proixised mnklne
tho very best possible use of tje little ho hnd.
Ills Inst thousand versts 000 miles between
Krasnoyarsk nnd Irkutsk, he covered with
horses In three nnd a half days, averaging
fourteen hours ner dny en route. On the return
trip ho cut tho resting tlmo an hour a dny and
aclninpllshcd tho distance in three days.

Ills second vllt to Siberia was tho trip to
Kronoynrsk last wlntor. which has previous-
ly been described. His third visit embraces
the whole vast expansn of country from St.
Petersburg to Vladivostok. Rail, river, and
post horse, from the Baltic to the Japan Pea,
thus passing over the entire lino of the Silwrlnn
rnllway cnntructed, building, surveyed, and
projected from west to east. It Is the roverse of
exactly the same'Journey mado by tho World's
Transportation Commission, which was from
east to west. Tho Minister met tho Commission
nt the end of track at Krasnoyarsk, and short-
ly Major J. O. Pangborn. tho President of tho
Commission, will meet tho Minister at the ter-
minus uf America's great
lines, San Francisco. Out of the visit to tho
ono country follows that to tho other, nnd not
only In compliance with Prince Hllkoffs ar-
dent desire does he como again to "see and feel
Amerlcn," ns ho expresses It. but nlso by the
Imperial command of the Emperor, tho young
and vleorous Czar of all the Russlas, and to-
day undoubtedly tbo most thoroughly and per-
sonally Interested rnllway man among tho
crowned heads of the world. It Is nowlio

soto designate hlm, for he Is.Jtnd
has been slnce'lts inception. President of
tho Siberian Railway Commltteo. Mnnarchs
must necessarily le figure heads In many of-
fices In which accession to the throne places
them. There nro not days enough In the
month to enable thorn to give personal atten-
tion to duties and observances bo entailed. In
nn nbsoluto monnrchy.as Is Russia, tho Emneror
Is tho head of tho Church, as well bb of the
State, and Is the alpha and omega of every-
thing. Supremo Court, Senato, House of Rep.
rescntntltes. Commonwealth. Municipality,
functions the better understood h-- ro as they
tvplfy the diversity of authority and the distri-
bution of authority and the distribution of re-
sponsibility, there nil culminate In tho nno In-

dividual, and tho absolutism of Nicholas II.
over the 10.000.000 subjects of his empire Is
supremo In all tho torm conveys. When yet
tho C7nrowltz. or heir to tho crown, his fath-
er. Alexander III,, by Imperial edict, created
the Siberian Railway Commltteo, naming
Nicholas ns Its President. The Cznrnn Itz signal-
ized his accoptanco In a manner stamp-
ing hlm ns very different from tho ordinary
royal railway tlgurehoad. What he was Presi-
dent of ho determined to know by personal
knowledge, nnd this would appear a trait dis-
tinguishing hlB character aftor coronation as
It did boforo ho cnino to the crown. Proceed-
ing through Europe, Africa, and Asia to

tho enstorn terminus of the tratm-H- b

berlnn Railway. Nlrhnln thero turned tho
first spado of soil In tho beginning of the work
of ronstruotlon at that end. Subsequently hoAccomplished what none other of tho Roman.
oITs ever did boforo hlm, tho stupendous Jour-
ney over land from tho seas of the far oast to
tho oceans of the northwest. IIo trnversodsomething upward or 5,000 miles by nnlmnlhorses, enmnto, and oven nxon, whenrower, country rendered It lmnosslble
for other boasts to enforce headway. H was
In tho spring, the most InauBplcIous tlmo of
tho yenr. and tho travelling waa through acountry half of which at least had no roads,
nnd tho whole from hub to axle dcop ln mud,

Tho Indomitable CzarowIU Bnw ovury mllo
of! tho Siberian railway survey and projection,
followed tho Ousourrl to tho Amoor, and It to
tho Sheika, then through tho Trans-llalk-

tn tho Angara, the onlmo, and on ovor the
Obi to the Urals. Learning In person of thogreat railway entorprise, of which he was thehead, ho nl;o gained such nctunl knowledge of
the whole of the glguntto empire of which he
wns to bo Czar, as nn occupant of the Russian
throne beforo hlm ovor hnd. Siberia to hts
prcilecetBors was a legend; to him tho almnjt
limitless expanse Is a reality. Whilo Crar-owlt- z

he nover fulled In attendance at n statedmeetings orlln participation as tho presiding
officer of Ihe Siberian Hallway Committee.
Sln-- o he became Czar his Interest has, If any-
thing. Increased Instead of decreased. Ono of
his primary announcements, upon succession
to tho crown of all tho Russisa. was that he
would uot relinquish UieTIProsIdonoy of therailway, nnd, as invariably as hn waa'prcs-en- tat every me-tl- ng prior to his elovntion.nhas he been since, and of all things over which
his sway extends, thore Is .nothing which

in genuine interest tn him, or ln whichhe has a larger conception of developing im-portance, than the Siberian Railway,

la unprecedented In Itusslan annals, and to the
United States It Is of an lmportanco which
the Immediate fnturo will demonstrate.

The itinerary of his Excellency, arranged In
conference with Major Pangborn of the World's
Transportation Commission, who returned to
St, Petersburg In July for tho purpose, provides
for a thorough Inspection of our transit de-
velopment. Sailing from Vladivostok, via
Japan, upon ono of tho new and fast war ships
of the Imperial Russian Navy, tho arrival of
the Minister In Ban Francisco Is nxpeoted the
first week ln Octobor. Denver, Kansas City,
St. Louis, Clnolnnatl, Cleveland, Detrlot, Chi-
cago, Pltuburgh, Altoona, Philadelphia. Bal-
timore, Washington, Boston, Buffalo, and New
York being visited In turn. Tho stay ln each
city and locality will be brief, owing to tho
period to whloh hlsIExoellensy'a absonno la
limited. With soarcoly a slnglo exception ho
will bo en ronte'every night.

Tho Prince's suite embraces his son.' Princo
Aloxander Mtchaolovltoh of the Imperial En-
gineering Corps, as civil attach: Cob Chert-ko- ff

of tho Imperial Guards, a" military at-
tache, and a private secretary.

xx Exaziau nor taiws.
Beeaea M ihe Time of the ITsmlt Be

erlbeil by an American Tlaltor.
ftrm fa Chicago TlmtlltroM.

If a visitor to England should ask a Lon-
doner who knows his Island what is a good
thing to do to mnko noqualntanco with rural
England, it Is almost certain thnt a run down
into Kent at hop-picki- tlmo would bo one of
tho several admlrablo rccommondatlons. Sly
own experience teaches mo that thero Is
scarcely any object lesson moro interesting or
more instructive In the sociological survey of
our nncestral country. As you rush down
Into the emerald and purplo and brown and
yellow of this Justly styled "Garden of Eng-
land," yon whirl by Innumorablo round, or
square, buildings with high conical tile roofs,
capped with a sort of elongated cowl, flat-
tened on tho ODen side, from wnich projoota an
arm to catch tho wind and koop the opening
always in the right direction for tho draucht.

Theso curious, wlndowless structures which
you eoo on farm or In village or ln town In-

form yon that you are In tho midst of thojf hop regions -- for theso aro tho s,

ln which hops nro dried and com-
pressed for the market, if you enter ono of
theso nasthousos vou will And furnaces on the
first floor, in tho mouths of which burn small
but lutenso coal fires, the heat from which

through lateral flues Into tho chamber,
over which, at tho height ot the floor abovo.
aro tho bins Into which the fresh gathered
hops aro tumbled from tho great coarso sacks
filled by the pickers In the Hold. Tho bot-
tom of the bin Is a flooring of wide woven can-
vas stretchod over tho rafters. For about six
hours tho flowers, being raked over occasion-
ally, aro subjectod to this drying. Thon tho
btns aro closed, cakes of sulphur aro placed ln
tho flres.and the oasthouse Is shut and aban-
doned. Tho fumes pass through the hops,
killing insects and giving to tho flowers a fresh,
clean, golden tone, bo necessary to their suc-
cessful marketing. When tlio white smoko of
tho sulphur has ceased to Issue from the hnods-whl- ch

are at tho apex of tho cone nnd directly
over the bin, each bin having Its own separate
cono tho men return to the bins, tho hops nro
removed nnd mechanically compressed Into
long, stout bags, and are then ready for the
next train to their market.

Yesterday I spent at Mailing, an ancient
market town nbout thirty miles from London,
which Is ln the midst of ono of tho most fcrtllo
and extensive hop districts ln tho world, tho
eoll being of the rich qnnlltv thnt produces tho
famous goldlng hop. I stood on an emlnenco
and surveyed ln every direction tho planta-
tions of tall hops, luxuriant on thu straight,
flrmly set roles, the deep green of tho vino
leavos beautifully gemmed by the great bunches
of golden flower. On a hillside u little dis-
tance t" the left wero tho uniform white tents
of the hop pickers, like tho encampment of un
army for you must know thnt the hop pick-
ers aro uot resldonts of tun neighborhood: they
come from distances bv fnmllles, a large

of them from And. bo It
known, the majority of the hop pickers nro
wretchedly poor. The pay for hop picking
is so very little that only by the united efforts
of a family of throe or four workers is tho result
of the day's lnlor worth the effort. I.at jenr,
for example, the pay for picking was n shil-
ling for seven bushels, bo that a worker had to
complete seven bushels beforo the shilling was
carniM. This year conditions nrea little let-
ter, but at the W-- t hop picking Is only profit-
able whon the family has six or eight pairs of
expert hands to strip tho vinos nwlf tly. Somo
of the women have reduced this nicking to nn
art. tho deft facility with which they take
four or five Mowers at a tlmo completely deceiv-
ing tho novice, who Imagines skill to bo nothing
ln this business.

The poles In a hop field are so perfectly set
at right angles thnt you may look down n uni-
form avenuo of overhanging vines In what-er- er

direction you turn yoor eyes. Hut this
exactitude Is less for beauty of nppearanro :

than for convenience of arrangement of pick-
ing parties, for n Held Is let out In small bcc- -
tlons, so mini) hills, two poles mnko a hill, to
a family, according o the fnmllv has agreed
for half a "bin" or more. Therefor", ns you
walk down the path that intersects a him Held,
you see here and there at fixed distances apart
the different Independent groups of pickers,
their canvas bins, with wide, flaring mouths,
all of regular size, stretched on isdos and set
on crosspieces tho length of their section, nnd
whilo the man cuts the vines a third of the
way up tho poles and pulls up tho poles tocarry to the bin side, tho women andcMIdien
Incessantly work from 0 A. M. to 7 P. 51.,
save only for tho half hour at noon for dinner.
And what a sight It is! At the very edge of
tho field where I spent most time rears rugged
and tall the tower of St. Leon-
ards'. Bald to bo thetery first, nnd therefore
the oldest, of tho Norman towors, tho pictu-
resque ruins of which so Interest tho Intelli-
gent visitor to rural England. This tower
was built by Gundulf. Bishop of Rochester,
somewhero about 1078-P- for his own securi-
ty ln thoso ancertaln times, whon he was
superintending th growth of that "Abbey of
the Women" of Mailing, between which nnd
tho tow or there was a subterranean passage,
ono entrance and a portion of which still ex-
ist. This abbey, by tlio way, haH been

nnd Is once moro a home of nuns, but
of that another time. At tho foot of this old
tower yesterday rolled and tumbled a score of
grimy, half-nake- tatterdemalion children,
of ages running frcm tno Infnnt that should
havo been ln arras to a pair of d

twins. In patched, dirty red dresses, and withhuge brass earrings hiding the lobes of their
unclean llttlo ears. Thns did
young modesty kick up Its slovenly llttlo legs
In contempt of; tint stilt grim though dis-
mantled tower, built eight centuries ago tnrepel the assaults of thoso savages who wero
forernnncra of tho present-da- Englishman.

And among the vines yonder were tho motley
proupsot peraons to whom these little human
blots nppertalned. Not by any means as

and fascinating ns Itullun grape
pickers: nothing of tho rich, dark beauty of
the Southern types; but a different ort of inter-
est attaches to theso hopelessly Ignorant, half-vagra-

creatures, who have comu to tho
picking by donkey cart, by train, on foot-bea- ring

with them their miserable utonsilH forcooking and faring, in their rags and their tat-
ters, the tilth of which they aro not unnamed,
sleeping by night ln tenta If they nro to fortu-
nate, behind bodges and under rudo wigwams
of boughs, If thev must: working from day
dawn to evening close for a mere pittance
yet not wolfish or surly, not rudo -- Indeed,

when you address them, nnd Inrough wav Jocular or In shy wny communica-
tive. Here and there, to lie sure, something
moro pretentions, the epitome of lower mlildlo
class shift and tidiness; but In tho main a

Bccno Buch as you inny witness ntMailing tells you what pitiful tioverty and
wretchedness nre hidden from tho world by
the purple splendor of the richest nation upon
whloti the curious sun looks askance.

Kill in Imaginatively tho picture of whloh
I havo but true outlines: scan thohlllsldo

whero Infancy and ago swnrm
about tho evening flros; wnlk through tho
fields of vlne-gl- rt poles, thnt seem n compact
mass ns you look down upon them; talk with
thoso women and children stripping the yellow
flowers swiftly from tho stems; glance at thovarious troops of thoughtlessly begotten In-

fants rolling on the groen grass or burrowing
In tho eoft earth, and then, ns you blow thofroth from your .oxt glnss of beer, rellec how
tho boat hops yielded by bountiful nnturo arogathered for your tiencfit. And tho wormgnawing Its way toward tho vitals of England
Is a drunkenness almost equally auvelopcd
ln both sexes among the lower strata.

Fall of nn Intereatlng Nntiiral Monolith.
From the Cincinnati Knqulrtr,

ITitntinotow. W. Va Sopt. ID. -- Provlous toa few days ago there stood about two miles amahot Hauilln. In Lincoln county, on a high, rockypoint overlooking a vast expanse of rugcudcountry, one of tho striking curiosities In thocountry. "Sinul Rock" has been known aslong as tho country has been inhabited. Thopeculiar formation of tho vast monullth gavo Ittho name of " .Maul Rock." tho column support-ing the capstone resembling tho handlo of aprimitive maul. The height had never been ac-curately measured, but must havebeon 100 feetSome fifteen feet from the top tho columnwidened uniformly, making the circumferencesome alxty or seventy feet. The handle, or shaft,was probably fifty feet In clrcuinferunco. Endwas almost round. Tho rook Is of bandstono ofthe usual hardness,
Noarthe base there was a perceptible crum-bling and Indication of decay, and this dlslntu-pratlo- n

has been go ng on for ages, until AnallyIt weakened so that the strain could bo bornono longer, and It fell.
Thousand of visitors from Ohio. Kentucky.

y.l.rt,D.iaA West Virginia- oltles hive beenthither, and plcnlo and outing partieshave been held there almost dally during thesummer months under tho shadow of the glint
rock and the foliage of tho great oako. Allrabof one of those monarch overhung the apexoftbestone and thoo who wereventureaorae havehwuent y Moonded and naed to the top of therook, which waa flat and afforded twit room

CONTRACTS FOIt BATTLE 0UIP3.
The New Plan ofFlxIn: the Date for Them

by Act of Consre Former Record.
Wabiiinotok, Sept. 20. It has turned out

a very good thing that Congress required tho
award of the contracts for the now battlo ships
to bo mado within 120 days from the date ot
tho act Thore waa no doubt who wero the low-
est bidders, or that' they wero all responsible
nnd competent, bo that thero is no need of
waiting for the'exptratlon of tho time limit. All
tho contracts, it s expected, will bo aignod this
week. This earlyjstart means, of course, alUtho
earlier finish. The.prosent is to bo a quicker
award than has evor been mado beforo for
battlo ships. The provision for tho Indiana,
Massachusetts, nnd Oregon bocamo a law June
30, 1800, and the contracts wore dated
Nov, 18 and 10 following. Tho times in tho
caso cf tho Iowa srero July 10, 1802, and Feb.
11, 180.1, while ln that of tho Kontucky and
Kenrsargo tho 'act waa datod March 2. 1805,
and the bids not opened until Nov. .10.

In tho caso of tho Montorey the dato of tho
not was March 3, 1887, and thnt of tho con-
tract Juno 14, 1880, moro than two years and
threo months Inter. Tho Charleston's dates
wero Mnroh 3. 1885. and Dec. 28, 1880. Thoso
of tho Dotrolt, Marblchead, and Montgomery
wero Sept. 7, 1BHH. nnd Nov. 2 and 11, 1880.
but In that caso a second bidding with modi-
fied requirements had becomo necessary. Tho
dates of the Newark were March 3, 1885. and
Oct. 27, 1887, but there, also, thore was an ex-

tra delay, as nono of tho bids for her at first
camo within the limit, and a larger appropria-
tion had to bo mado. The Olympla's dates
wero Sept. 7, 1888, and July 10, 1800. tho
ship being authorized under one Administra
tion, and contracted for under the next.

Our first vessels, the Chlcngo, Atlanta, Boa-to- n,

and Dolphin, wero authorized March 3,
1883. and contraoted for July 2.1 and 20 fol-
lowing. Tho Haiti moro waa one of tho ships
for which tho contract was signed most
promptly, her dates being Aug. 3 and Deo. 17,
1880. Tho New York's were Sept. 7, 1888, and
Aug. 2S, 1800, a gap of nearly two years In-
tervening, but for,our;socnd armored cruiser,
built nt tho satno yard, the dates were muchnearer togotber. July 10. 1802. and Feb. 11,
lHO.'l. The ram Kalahdln showed along In-
terval from Mnrch 2, 1880, to Jan. 28. 1801.
Tho Columbia's dates were Juno 30 and Nov.
10. and tho record of her Blstor ship, the

shown dates of March2 and Aug. 31.
The gunboats, though smaller than tlio

cruisers, tell about the lame story, Tho
pioneer of this class, tbo Yorktown, was au-
thorized March :i. 1885, and not contracted
for until Jan. 31, 1887. Her sister ships, the
Concord nnd tho llonntngton. followed moro
promptly, with dntcs of March 3 and Nov. 15.
1887. Those of tho C'nstlne and Machlas wero
March s, 18K0, and April 12, 1800. The light
draughts Nashville. Helena, and Wilmington,
show bites of March 3, 1803, und Jan. 22 and
20. 1804. Tho Petrel's dates wero .March 3.
1885, and Dec. 22. 1880. Tbo Bancroft's
were Sept. 7, 1888, and July 18, 1800.

The torpedo craft revoal similar deliberation.
Tlio Cushlng was authorized Aug. 3, 188U. and
contracted for on March 1. 1888; the Ericsson's
dates wero Juno 30. 1800. and Oct. 8. 1801;
thoso of the three now building at Baltimore,
July 20. 1804. and May 3. 1805: the submarine
bout. .March 3, 1803. and 5Iarch 13. 181)5.

Such were tho tacts "on wnlch Congress
acted In Introducing last winter for the first
tlmo Into Its legislation a "limit of time during
which contracts for tho ships authorized must
bo signed. The bill at first made the limitninety days, which was certainly unwise, but
it was amended so aa to allow 120 days. This,
ns lias been Bald, turns out all right. But the
case of thu throo'new battle ships wa favored
by the fact that they were In hull and ma-
chinery almost duplicates of tho Kentucky and
Kenrsirge, tho main changes being ln the
character and disposition of tho armor. Includ-
ing the turrets, nnd in n Dnrt of the battery.
Thus the planning work of tbo Navy Depart-
ment wis greatly abbreviated, so giving abun-
dant tlmo for the contractors to mako their cal-
culations nnd put In their bids. There was
also no question ns to ndoptlng'.plnnB'.Droposed
by the bidders In plaoe of those of the deoart-men- t,

such as has sometimes caused delay andstudy. As if anticipating such a necessity, a
liberal allowance of tlmo waa fixed between tho
OD?nIng of tho bids and tho prescribed limit forsigning tho contracts, but it turns out thatthis wm ampler than wa" required.

Yet It Is doubtful whether, even with tho suc-
cess of tho presont experiment In fixing a limit
of tlmo for making a contract. Congress would
be wise in repeating It. Especially If thoships It calls for should differ materially inproposed displacement, a limit of four months.(..!. .,.. fu. t,,.lfy.1n.- - 1. J. ."". ....I -I jt.i.i.i.u. . nut, iiui. uiipunrthnt complaint was made of unwarranted

the department, hut the purpose seems
to havo leen. in the eagerness for naval defence
which prevailed last winter, to show tho desire
of Congress to hurry forward the new-- ships
and to make Bure of no negligence regarding
them. On the other hand, tho faces and figures
given above attest, thnt cases have repeatedly
arisen In which n four months limit, even forships far les lnrgo and costly than tho battleships last authorized, vpuld have been foolish.
If not disastrous, it Is true thnt delays of a
year or more after legislation Is authorized,
liefore plans are made and contracts signed,
are no longer necessary. We are not obliged
to go to Europe for plnns. as at first, ln our
steel ship hullillng, nnd the vnrlous naval
bureaus have becomo oxpertCand quick In theirdesigns. Tho shipbuilder also have learned
how much it co-t- s to build a ship, as the closebidding of tho other day shows, and hence re-
quire less tlmo for figuring on contracts. But
the real point Is that. In general. It is for tho
interest of tho Navv Department itself to have
shins liogun as promptly as possible, and while
It enn lie trusted 'n this matter, at least underordinary circumstances, n limit of time might
cause It to mako mistakes, or to fait in secur-
ing tile best possible reu1ta.

THU. COSTLY C1IIXESB BOARD,

Sloro ExprnnlTO "IV lien There Xm No Work
to lie Done thnn When There tVai.

Tho extension of tho civil service rules to
practically all the departments of the city Gov-
ernment so that there are now no vacancies ln
any of them except such as arise from death,
resignation, or removal has put an end practi-
cally to the necessity of any competitive exam-
inations. Nevertheless the expensesof theClvli
Service Board go on as before, or, rather, they
do uot go on as before, but are constantly In-
creasing, as the recent report of the Board filed
with tho Mayor sIiowb.

During tho month covered by this report there
wero sixty vacancies only In all the publlo de-
partments of New York city. Police, Fire. De-
partment of Publlo Works, Department of
Charities, courts, prisons, hospitals, docks, Ac.
Thoso sixty vacancies were classified thus:
Twenty-nin- e removals, twenty-fiv- e resignations,
four retirements on pensions, and two deaths.
Tho filling ot these Blxty vacancies and the ap-
pointment of twenty-si- x additional ofllco-holdo-

entailed upon tho Civil Service Board an ex-
amination Into elghty-sl- x cases, and the expenso
for tho month of this work was S2.182,or at thorate of $25.37 eneh. This is a large sum forsuch a purposo, when It Is considered thnt thoreIs vory llttlo work for tho Supervisory Civil
Servlco Board, as It Is railed, to do. Of theamount expended last month, S784 wns for thosalaries of tho official stall. Tho pay of tho

for the month was $1,083, and the otherexpenses were $315.
A letter was received nt tho last meeting oftho Civil Service Hoard from Mayor Strung " re-questing economy ln the expenses of the Boardfor 1807." lrhloli Is a surprising request whenIt la recalled that tho Civil Service Board Iscosting more In foes nnd enlurlc when there nreno places to bu filled or vory few places thanwhen constant nnd repeated examinations werenecossary. Tho MainrN communication waa

referred to one of tlio Commissioners, and nonrtinn has been taken upon it as yet.
Last year the expense of the Supervisory

Board was 8211,834, in summer tlmo thu work
of tho Board is supposed to bo rather slack, butnt tho rato of expenditure In August It will costmoro to maintain the Board this year than last,mill mi nvlriL iiotit.nnrlAtl.i.1 lu ., t.A .. .

tho Hoard of Estimate nnd Apportionment,though for whnt reason It is not nltognther
clear. There being few vacancies to fill In citydepartments, the Commissioners of tho Civil
Servlco havo dovoted themselves somewhat to
Buch routine mutters as the following:
On Juno 23 In.t there was ctao-llshe- d

the ofllco of "searcher of annexeddistrict water grants." The Civil Servicebeing apprized of this fact, they
n man to "druw up tbo questions In thoexamination for searcher of annexed districtwater grants." Then, nnd beforo any nppolnt-me-

hnd been made, the placo was abolished,
aud so tho expert on whom devolved the labor
of drnwlng up the questions was out of a Job.too, nnd the Civil Service Commissioner worothereby rolloved of this Item of expense,

matter which engaged their attention wasthatofltho examination for pilot. Tho United
States Government Issuos certificates to pilots
based.upou nn examination Into fitness. Thu New
York Civil Servlco Commissioners have beensupplementing this with an examination of
their own though tho matter Is one outside of
tbo Jurisdiction ot a municipal Hoard. Their
attention hnviug been called to the matter, they
have determined to nccept hereafter the license
ot the Federal Government as evidence of fit-li-

without additional examination, a deter-
mination which Is probably prudent nnd judi-
cious an the United States Government regu-
lates such matters and exercises Jurisdictionover the navigable waters In and about Now
York. There are now 27 mercantile Inspector
on tho eligible Hit, 1 ft "femle clerk." 1 type-
writer. 9. ".female clerks copying, from

k

gbx. nvcnsEifa OAiieiif'eJ MgK . J
Hie Devotion to the Sonth In'Splte ""yjllwfc,, ) 1

eola'a KOnrle to Win Illm ti.'er. JSl V " I
Wabiiimiton. Sopt. 25. A statement tffcf j(W I j

recontly appeared in a partisan JourflaX Jl 1

a great injustlco to tho fame and j JT -
.

of IGon, Buokner, the nominee tot f fl I .',

President on tho Democratic gold II . siA 1
It was to tho effoct. or evidently sought j . - ) t F

vev tho tnfnrenco, that during they rV -- yf I !

months of the rebellion Buokner care 3(TIf'Y i

tnnlned on tho fonco, lundeclded ivr .Til JC i
espouse tho causo of tho North Or it I,Jl J 8' ' .,
waiting for the best bid from elth'or IfUtJ'rAw "1
services. Tho official records of I

1 'provo this conclusively, I do no' K'("'i '

Bucknor favored secession and lr (iA "S '

beforo tho event, but that ho wr ' f Mf lrjS '
Hover In tho doctrlno of States' rn.. AnV'i t

firm opponent of nil coercive 'meaurc'nfuLn, Of
secession, Is well settled. It Is undisputed, I HLr f . )

lteve, thnt tho BnckJF. . ' -after war was fairly begun , --

ncr's sympathies woro openly with the Bout&Wf I
And thoact of casting his fortunes with 'V'"ywjE(
withstanding tho repeated offers of n high coK,'Wt
mission In tho Union service, may bo accepted " 9vr
as determining on which sldo his real' tynj ' 'were. $MA

Tho facts explanatory of Buckner'a aCpareflI,;iSjL
hesitation at tho beginning of tho wararoatn'iti'i
tor of indisputable record. Whon tho civil canti ,'oKlmotions began he was at the head ot thoKoni, r':';:3H- -
tucky State mllltla. as I recounted InTltEStn , $H'of Sept. 13, and was also acting as tho mllttar- - . HHadvisor and confidential agent of Gov, 5Iag0fflB iKfsH
who was a Southern sympathizer. Kentucky;, JiRllHI
did not socedo with the othor slavoholdln. SavJJHi
States, but assumed an attltudo of armed nenV IjLjJRn
trallty between tho two sections, llucknerbelnii 'wjICibbHi
tho commander of Its military forces. Thus, wEEoccupying a responsible position, and holding "3fljH '
these close relations with tho State Administrate A'jyBr '

tlon, how could he with honor and dignity Jr'SBB' i
abandon thorn nt such a critical period ? Hbtrt'-- tFl JW I

overmuch homayhaveldeslrcd to Join the South-- Ml raJB I ;
em army, duty to hi fellow oltlzens compelled 5 1 H '

him to remain. Besides, lit had been educated fl fft s'
ln tho doctrlno that duty to his State was par, fl IreJH
mount to every other publlo obligation. w "if I . BM 1

So long as there was any assuranco that Kenil jIB.
tucky'a neutrality would be respected Hucknei tSjiK
faithfully remained nt his post, although ItSvailf-'tVfwJ-

j
publicly known that he wlshod to join tbe Cor,' Jf 3jH ;

fedcracy. But In tbe month of August, when' fl '
beoamo apparent that tho state of neuuall,J,.B

jHt
j

could not much longer be maintained, he thre- - tBgJjflft t

up all hts local employments nnd tendered blav CvtfflL )
sorvices to Jofferson Davis. He was at once; ap ,ujlHk '
pointed a Brlgmllcr-Gcner- al In tho Confederal' 'jKB
army. No ambitious or selfish motlvo ldIJ 3(jE3Hflflj
closed, so far as I can learn, by this delay, whlcli ifBBB i

appears to have been dlotated by tho most hoiH JSaBiB I

orable motives. Ho doubtless felt that ho wait? jT&iB- - '
performing his duty faithfully during tho he-n- JflflBlL !

trallty regime. Indeed, ln his efforts to malrW. ;2tB1BB 1

tain that nentrality I Judgo Bnckncr secretly-- '
felt convinced he was doing direct service to tho fFtZkkm !Southern cause. wdttBsyHHV 1

Itwlll be remembered that Ken tucky'
position was earlvln the spring of 1805jwH i
and lasted until Sept. 1. Behind this rxrkcshlStoi5M"1Mf 1

tho more violent agitators continued' thriib walrtilBB
machinations to carry the State out j. P--
Union. But as a matter of fact, the great Hi'Jr Hfi'of the people. Unionists and Secessionists alli"vwearnestly nnd honestly favoroa the" neutral' ftdodge In tho hopo to protect the State fronis?-- I

devastations of war. very greatly dreaded bj ! In ,.
The Federal authorities mado no specific arQi' t-
ment nbout the matter, but through frS d
sentatlons of local Unionists there r"WK 8a quasi recognition of the existence of far"arrangement, which served to eootho the 'i rirax
Die. For several months no Federal troops .si,

to enter the State.-- Subscouentl VhAthe necessities and probablo scope of the'S? I
were moro fully developed. It was perceived- - I lb
Kentucky's neutrality was very advantai'S uto tho South, because It raised a neutral's A"between tbe invading armies of tho ?$and thoso points In tho Confederacy 5 uW
must bo attacked If the rebellion was eve . jwr .
suppressed. Therefore, having failed to'S ,9 i
lutlnnlzetho State, as tbo next best exp-- If jf ,9for thoConfederate cause, tho opportun"!',' '
came very clamorous to havo this nerfll "'Inviolably maintained by both sides. A ' (,
energies were bent to this one object. T-t- t ',i
cutties In the way became greater f ron ft riday because the Union men of Kentuc'- - v.
selves began to tee that the Stato was I , Villi .)
position which was working positive Iff,. . 'bjthe I nlon cause. As recounted In ray pre. itJiipaper. Gen. Buckner was tbe chief figure oi'rf?v k

'

Side in all thn nnrl n.mitlnllnn. . SaV A
ing the pendency of tho neutrality farce, at''as thespokesman of his pooplo. to whom he i
really.lndlspcnsableln this crisis. ('

The 5lc'Jlellan-Buckne- r conference at v',
clnnntl. the efforts of both 5fcClcllan and Br J '

Bide to bring Buckner over to the mpport ofUnion cause, are proof of Buckner's comma ,,'ing poltlon In Kentucky at that time. Althoc '
tho publication of Buckner's letter to Gov. 5..
coffin, giving his version of the Cincinnati ct'VV '--
ference. evidently brought his relations w '

3IcClellan to a closo, these efforts did not cea.
After the failure of 5icClellan and Bornslde !

bring him over. Gen. Robert Anderton; wll
succeeded to the command In Kentucky. 'kpears to havo been the channel through whlbnegotiations were continued with Buckner, am ""J?
offers made to secure his adhesion to the Union "
That snch offers were made, and good ones, dKkrectly from the President. i a matter of officiaterecord. Evldunce of theso continued efforts, an&jfe
the Importance attached to Buckner nnd his In-I- B
fluence for good in Kentucky, is furnished bifLthe following autograph order of President Lin-- 1 vB
coin, dated more thnn two months after the Wfailure of Burnslde's efforts: --vlEXECfTiVKJtixsiox.Aug. 17, 1881. s "

rn..Tetorieirir. 4 ,"..

Mr Dkar Sir: Unless thero be iomsreaon to the 1 icontrary not known to me. make out a comrotiilon (',,tilforblmon lluekner of Kentucky as n Urisailler-den- - S1eral of volunteers. It l to be rut Into tho lundsotl nioen. Am!eron nnl dcUiered toilen. Iluckneror no'i Klat Ihe illiereilnn of Gen. AnJersun. Of course. It I to - hatremain n secret unless aud until the coramlssloa la ' tldelivered, ourslruly, jt. Liscoui., t. '.'This order of tho President bears thn bureau."! ''iff
endorsement. "Same day made," showing thas ' IIIthe commission was Issued and doubtless sent I
forward to Gen, Anderson. There Is no record J J
of Its having been offered by Anderson to Buck tillnor. but doubtless It was. This furnishes in'--. f'V ,
cubltable evidence that Gen. Buckner was tho if Si ' t
object of earnest solicitude on tho part of they fl 'Presldnntof tho United States from some im- - Ik
portant cause, and that great Inducements were' ') ' '
offered him to remain In the Union, which bo' 1 J;
declined, It does nnt appear that greater Indooo-- J jiraonts weru offered by thu Confederate nuthnr.!'(
Itlcs. for we find hlm later accepting exactly the 1same rank on thnt side, although In doing so he 1 1
was obliged to fly his nallvo Stato. To. me-- M. ,therefore, his courso seems to have beer? per-- ffectly straightforward and honorable, and wa 'I Idictated by principle, however wrong we maj !
now hold hlm to havo been. In vlow of the ' ' --
final result. Buckner elenrly made a great sacrl- - y
flco In going South. Ilia future was assured Ihad he been less conscientious and accepted a
5Ir. Lincoln's tonder of a command. Butht?withstood ovury temptation and followed hi-- '
convictions.

There Isnoevldencewhnteverthathesollcltsd
these offers: on tho contrnry, everything goes to ' ', ,J
prove that ho wns sought out and Importuned i 'lil.to accept a Federal command. This urgency la W7 ilmadoclear by Burnsidu's 51ny telegram: "Do W&. y
not tako any political or military steps until Oil .Myou hear from me." Ac. What offer Burnsldo llflat that time was authorized to mnke by tho ' liraPresident or Gen. Scott Is not disclosed by tbo A
correspondence, but It wns at least a General' VHH. ncommission, iib report hud It, I IjIrvH ,'

In view of tho numerous egregious orrora than Jf r '
almost dally appear In tho public pres concern ilM ,fIng Buckner's subsequent career, it Is worth llfljf L
while to given rapid sketoh of Its Bailout feav 'IV I rktures from the records. As I have said, he was yUl imado a Brlgadler-Goncr- In tho Confederal f ''k &
service on tho 14th of September. 1801, ana wag ) 17In command of some of the tlrst troops that In" Jvailed Kentucky. When Grant captured Fort "7 '
Donelsou, Buckner was In command and niC'l 4
rendered with the garrison, although he warn II? 4In po wise responsible for the disaster, as
J loyd and Pillow were originally in command! u ASi
but lied rather than be enptureef, Buckner waa .? (tffk
sent to Warren, and for a time held In cloto", I TPconfinement, but waa eventually exchanged; 1 "8"- .Ho was made a Mainr-Gener- ln August, 1802. i 'and nccompanled Hrngg during the Confederate ( '
invasion of Kentucky, being assigned to tho T r''command of a division. Ho took port ln all tho Vbattles of tho campaign. Tho following winter t Ithe cxercisra a sort of miscellaneous commanfl.r W-
In Alabama. In July, lfiOll, Sir. Davis assigned- -
hlm to tho command of the Department ot Haiti A
lennesscc, which ho retalnod until May, 18(1 a I

Buckner. with most of his troops, was with. 1

drawn from Knst Tennrsseo in September 1

1KI13. to reffnforco Bragg for tho purposi . '
of suddeuly overwhelming Rnecrnn. i , i

Plan that nearly succeeded. He participated ,(
in the battlo of Chlcknmauga, where he com .
mnnded a corns with ability, though It wai if i
hadly hhattered during the progress of tho bat 1

tie. Thon he returned tn Knst Tennetsoe M.( J
nld l.ongstreet In dislodging Bumslde, hlaoldA'army friend, but failed. TV 'i

Grant' success at Missionary llldgo hail,' ilbrought Confederate fortunes to n low ebb In this. 1 ' Iregion, and during the summer nf 18(14 Buckner rwas transferred to tlio I, where) I
ho hud command of tho District of WuH I.oulsl- -
"" Ho wm promoted to be I.luuteiiauulGeneral. Sept. 20 18(14. and his command waenlarged tn Include aUo thu District of Arkaiwi

At tho close ol thu war he was Gen. HJrKlrby Smith's chief ot slalT. nnd signed tho aiM
tides of capitulation, as Smith's reprcseiitatliM 'of all the trons.MlssUslppI forces, whloh wPthe final act of thu war. k.

After tho Perryvillo campaign Buckner V
bored under the great disadvantage of bei
without a btate, as Kentucky henceforth n )
came under Confederate bay. Hut ho iethe South faithfully and efficiently, not'?'
ftnndlng tbo faot that he wns the vlotJealousy on the part of ono or two high ofl
III eondnot in Bragg'a Kentucky cami49 YtyeJteftug, waa urQlaot, fl
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